
Looking for more ways to keep 
up-to-date on progress being 
made on the Windsor-Essex 
Parkway? Join us by subscrib-
ing to one of the following. 
It’s FREE and gives you the 
information you want, when 
you want it.

Sign up for our mailing list at 
www.weparkway.ca to receive 
information delivered right to 
your inbox.

          Find out when new info
          is posted to the project 
website by subscribing to the 
RSS feed.To use this feature 
visit www.weparkway.ca and 
click on the RSS button in the 
top right hand corner.

           Do you have a twitter 
account? If you do and you 
haven’t started following us yet,
what are you waiting for? Start 
receiving our tweets today by 
following us at 
www.twitter.com/WEParkway

Are you more of a visual 
person and like to look rather 
than read about progress we 
are making? Well look no 
further, we have a few spots 
for you to check out.

See announcements on our 
YouTube Channel
www.youtube.com/weparkway

View photos on Flickr 
www.flickr.com/weparkway

Coming in 2011— The Windsor-Essex Parkway!
Windsor Essex Mobility Group set to start construction
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It was standing room only in the grand ballroom of the 
Macedonian Hall on Howard Avenue in Tecumseh, Ontario on 
November 5, 2010, as more than 150 local media, business 
owners, tradespeople, construction labourers and municipal 
officials awaited the announcement of the preferred proponent 
for the Windsor-Essex Parkway.

The event was simulcast live via webcast so people around the 
world could witness Bruce Crozier, MPP Essex, announce the 
Windsor Essex Mobility Group as the preferred bidder to design, 
build, finance, and maintain the access road that will connect 
Highway 401 to a proposed new international border crossing in 
Windsor. 

Also on hand for the event were Sandra Pupatello, Minister of 
Economic Development and Trade and MPP Windsor West, 
Dwight Duncan, Minister of Finance and MPP Windsor-
Tecumseh,and Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Transportation. All 
three discussed the impact this project has already started to 
have on the local, provincial and national economies. 

What many in the local labour force already know is that 
construction has begun in Windsor and Essex County, 
bringing more than 150 jobs to the region. Initial construction of 
two bridges and a noise barrier has been underway for almost 
a year. 169 buildings in the Parkway corridor have been removed 
and advance utility relocations of gas lines and hydro tower 
extensions have been completed.

Members of the Windsor Essex Mobility Group were in the 
audience and conducted interviews with local media following the 
event. Their excitement to be a part of the Windsor-Essex 
community was written all over their faces. 

Following this announcement, Infrastructure Ontario and the 
Windsor Essex Mobility Group reached commercial and 
financial close onDecember 15, 2010. With this agreement in 
place the Windsor Essex Mobility Group is committed to 
designing, building, financing and maintaining the Parkway for 
30 years at a cost of $1.4 billion (today’s dollars). 

The Windsor Essex Mobility Group is now working on the 
final design phases that will allow for public comment on
the construction and mitigation measures during construc-
tion. Work on the Parkway is set to begin this summer and 
is expected to be open to traffic by the end of 2014.

The  Parkway compliments the Continental Gateway initiative 
which focuses on developing a sustainable, secure and efficient 
multimodal transportation system that keeps the Ontario-Quebec 
Trade Corridor competitive and attractive for investment and 
essential for trade. Initial construction
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Windsor Essex Mobility Group.

Information Seekers
stay in touch

From left: the Honourable Sandra Pupatello, 
Bruce Crozier, MPP, Enrique Montero (Acciona), 
Juan Santamaria (ACS), Michael Hatchell (ACS), 
Cristina Rives (ACS), Malcolm McKechnie (Fluor), 
the Honourable Dwight Duncan, the Honourable
Kathleen Wynne

Cristina Rives of the Windsor Essex Mobility Gorup 
at the �nancial close announcment

Bruce Crozier, MPP,  the Honourable Dwight 
Duncan and the Honourable Sandra Pupatello 



Initial Construction Update
Initial construction of the Windsor-Essex Parkway began in December 2009. The construction 
included two bridges that would carry traffic from Highway 3 over Highway 401 and traffic exiting 
from the Windsor-Essex Parkway to roads in Essex County. The work also included a noise barrier 
adjacent to properties in the Southwood Lakes Estates. The noise barrier is two kilometres long and 
five metres high.

The noise barrier is unique as it includes 964 metres of transparent panels. The panels reduce the 
visual impact of the barrier from both the residential and driver perspectives and includes black lines 
to prevent birds from flying into them. The barrier itself is a concrete composite panel which absorbs 
sound. The noise barrier will provide both long-term noise reductions, as well as mitigate noise 
impacts during construction for adjacent residents. 

The two bridge structures were substantially completed in January 2011. Some minor finishing work 
will be conducted in the spring during warmer temperatures. The bridges are each about 80 metres 
long and took a total of over 6,350 cubic metres of concrete to build. 

MUNICIPAL 
PARTNERSHIPS
Equal Success

One element of the Parkway 
work is mitigation for species 
at risk. Recently, MTO was 
part of a team awarded the 
municipal award by the 
Essex Region Conservation 
Authority (ERCA) for their 
work on County Road 22. 
MTO and the County of 
Essex partnered to improve 
County Road 22, including 
the replacement of the Pike 
Creek Bridge.

During construction of road 
improvements to County 
Road 22, MTO and the 
County of Essex designed 
and constructed a large area 
of fish habitat to compensate 
for alterations to drainage 
along the roadway. Working 
with MTO, the County saw to 
it that a large area of new fish 
habitat was designed and 
constructed adjacent to Pike 
Creek Bridge. 

This habitat area showed a 
commitment to the natural 
environment by: 
 - creating 420 square metres                 
   of direct fish habitat &    
   adjacent features
 - protection of the Northern   
   Map Turtles—a species at  
   risk
 - implementation of   
   improvements to the   
   habitat compensation area  
   through three years of  
   post-construction   
   monitoring 
- creation of habitat next to  
   County Road 22.

Just a reminder, community consultation events will be occurring in the coming 
months. 

These events will be announced well in advance so you have time to plan to attend. 

Watch for information on our website www.weparkway.ca, twitter feed and your 
local community paper.

Commmunity Consultations 

Transparent
panels installed
in the noise 
barrier

Work on 
the two 
bridge  
structures

Do you have a suggestion for a topic that you would like us to cover in the next edition? 
If so, e-mail us at detroit.river@ontario.ca and let us know.



Windsor Essex Mobility Group

Mr. Stricklin has over 43 years experience 
managing large, complex design and 
construction projects as well as managing 
corporate business units and design-build 
offices. He holds a B.S. in Civil Engineering 
from TexasTech University and completed 
the Construction Executive Program at 
Stanford. In February 2010, he joined Fluor
Corporation to lead the proposal for the 
Windsor-Essex Parkway Project. When the
project was awarded to  the Mobility Group,
he assumed the position of Design-Build 
Director for the project. Prior to that, he 
managed his own consulting business, 
GMS Consulting, Inc., providing manage-
ment consulting services to the design and 
construction industry. 

Mr. Hatchell is the Technical Director for the 
Windsor Essex Mobility Group (WEMG) & 
brings a wealth of senior level experience in 
the design, engineering, and construction of
transportation projects as well as mainten-
ance and rehabilitation of  transportation 
facilities. He holds a B.S., Civil Engineering, 
from the Citadel, the Military College of 
South Carolina. He is a Professional Engi-
neer who is experienced in managing 
design-build and design-bid-build highway, 
road, and bridge construction projects.

Meet the Team

Pat Stricklin
Design-Build 

Director

Questions & Answers with the
Windsor Essex Mobility Group

Michael Hatchell, P.Eng. 
Technical Director 

As you read on page one, Ontario announced in December that the Windsor Essex Mobility Group 
(WEMG) reached financial close to construct the Windsor-Essex Parkway. As a way to introduce the 
team to the community here is a quick Q and A with WEMG.

Who makes up the Windsor Essex Mobility Group?
ACS Infrastructure Canada Inc. www.grupoacs.com
Since 1994, ACS has ranked the number one transportation developer by industry experts. Currently, 
ACS is ranked as the #2 developer on the Forbes magazine contractor list. ACS is working on projects
valued at $4 billion (U.S.) in North America.

Acciona Concessions Canada (Acciona) www.acciona.com; www.acciona-na.com
Acciona has been ranked the ninth contractor worldwide by Forbes Magazine. It has a reputation for 
sustainable development and being socially responsible.

Fluor Canada Limited (Fluor) www.fluor.com 
Fluor was named the best Design-Build firm in North America in 2009 by Engineering News Record. 
In 2009, it executed more than $1.2 billion of projects and employs 1,600 staff in Canada. Fluor offers 
full services in engineering, procurement, construction and maintenance.

What other projects have you worked on in Canada?
ACS Infrastructure Canada, Acciona and Fluor Canada recent highway projects include: 
• A-30 project in Montreal
• South Fraser Perimeter Road in Vancouver 
• Fredericton-Moncton Highway in New Brunswick 
• South East Stoney Trail in Calgary

Are you going to have a local office here in Windsor-Essex?
We have started working from temporary offices in Windsor and Mississauga and have completed the 
search for permanent office space in Windsor. The permanent office is expected to open in April 2011 
and will have a public liaison office that will be accessible to the community during normal business 
hours so interested people can seek information, provide comments or meet with members of WEMG.

Have you started hiring? If so, what areas are you seeking people for?
We have started hiring and foresee hiring individuals in the following functions: engineering, 
accounting, quality control, safety, project control and finance. These positions will be available at 
different times throughout the project based on the requirements of the job. Many will start by summer 
2011. 

The Project Team is accepting information from individual companies who feel they have products, 
techniques and approaches or experience that will contribute to the Parkway design, construction or 
operation. 

What aspects of the Parkway are you working on now?
We are working on detailed project plans and schedules with the Ontario government. Landscape 
designs for the Parkway will be finalized following consultation with stakeholders and the community 
in the coming months. 

What do you think the community needs to know about WEMG?
We are committed to maximizing local benefits for Windsor-Essex. Local businesses have a key role 
to play in this project and telling the team about what you have to offer is an important first step. To 
submit your resume or company profile visit www.weparkway.ca/employment. 

Where should people go for more information about WEMG?
More information on the project team can be found at  www.weparkway.ca. 




